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overview

They moved their families to build the vehicles that moved
America. Help your students understand why so many people
were pulled from Europe and the American South by the promise
of jobs in factories in the northern United States — especially in
Michigan’s automobile factories — and what their new lives were
like. In this unit, you and your students will use artifacts, docu-
ments and photographs from the collections of The Henry Ford
to explore the overarching question, What pushes and pulls people
into new ways of life? Students will also make relevant connections

between 20th-century migrations and their own lives today.

This Educator DigiKit is divided into two sections:
a Teacher Guide and a Unit Plan.

The Teacher Guide section includes resources to complement the
Early 20th-Century Migration Unit Plan.You will find a glossary, a
timeline, context-setting activities, a bibliography, curriculum links

and curriculum-supporting field trip suggestions.

The Unit Plan section follows this Teacher Guide and includes les-
son plans, student handouts, answer keys, culminating project ideas,
extension activities and review and assessment questions. Many

of the lessons include the use of our online collections; these can
be accessed through the hyperlinks in the unit plan document or
through our website, TheHenryFord.org/education. If you cannot
fit the whole unit into your schedule, use the lessons or activities

most relevant to your needs.

This Educator DigiKit promotes educational use of The Henry
Ford’s extensive Transportation in America collections.
‘We hope you and your students will find these resources

engaging and relevant.

. These resources are made possible, in part, by the generous

funding of the Ford Foundation.

thehenryford.org/education


http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx
http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx

contents

2 Overview

5 Teacher Guide

6 Glossary

7 Timeline

8 Context-Setting Activities
9 Bibliography

11 Connections to National
and Michigan Standards
and Expectations

23  Field Trip Learning

Enhancement Suggestions

25 Unit Plan

26 Unit Plan Overview
29  Overarching Question Sign

30 Lesson 1 Pulls

33  Student Activity Sheet 1:
The Moving Assembly Line

36 Lesson 2 Urbanization

38  Student Activity Sheet 2:
Urbanization Pushes and Pulls

thehenryford.org/education

39 Lesson 3 Immigration

41  Student Activity Sheet 3: Lan-
guage and Citizenship of Ford
Motor Company. Employees,
According to Nationality, as of
January 12th, 1917 - Using a
Primary Source

42 Lesson 4
The Changing Nature of Work
and the $5 Day

44  Student Activity Sheet 4:
The Changing Nature of Work
and the $5 Day

45  Answer Key 4:
The Changing Nature of Work:
Understanding History
through Math

46 Lesson 5
A New Language and a New Culture

49 Lesson 6
Examining Primary Sources

52  Student Activity Sheet 6A:
Questions on Primary Sources —
Byron Moore

53  Student Activity Sheet 6B:
Questions on Primary Sources —
Joseph Galamb

54  Student Activity Sheet 6C:
Additional Information on
African-American Workers

55  Student Activity Sheet 6D:
Questions on Primary Sources —
African Americans at the
Rouge Plant

56 Lesson 7
Work in the 21st Century

58  Student Activity Sheet 7:
21st-Century Migration
Simulation Roles

59 Supplemental Resources

60  Culminating Projects
61 Extension Activities

62  Student Activity Sheet 8:
Review/Assessment Questions

64  Answer Key 8:
Review/Assessment Questions

Please refer to the online version of the Educator
DigiKits for the most updated links and content.

Early 20th-Century Migration | Educator DigiKit 3


http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx

