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Slave, Scholar, Scientist: Explore the History and Legacy  

of George Washington Carver in New Exhibit at Henry Ford Museum 
Discover the Life and Work of This Extraordinary American,  

November 6, 2010 through February 27, 2011 at Henry Ford Museum 
 
Dearborn, MI (October 18, 2010) – A complex and intimate portrait of one of America’s best known 
names comes to life in The Henry Ford’s newest exhibit, George Washington Carver, on display 
November 6, 2010 through February 27, 2011 at Henry Ford Museum. Organized by The Field Museum 
in collaboration with Tuskegee University and the National Park Service, this exhibit explores Carver’s 
entire life and career, revealing both his struggles and his remarkable achievements as a scientist, 
conservationist, educator and humanitarian. 
 
“This exhibit is a fantastic representation of George Washington Carver’s breakthrough research and 
studies, which truly were ahead of their time,” said Suzanne Fischer, curator of technology at The Henry 
Ford. “But even more than that, the exhibit explores his fascinating personal life and thirst for knowledge 
of all different types of subjects, which really shaped much of his work. He broke down many racial and 
cultural barriers to explore many techniques and methods that scientists and farmers still study today.” 
 
George Washington Carver brings together more than 100 artifacts from Carver’s personal life and work, 
along with animated and live videos, interactive displays, a diorama of Carver’s childhood farm and a re-
creation of the Jesup wagon, his mobile classroom. New to this exhibit are several artifacts from The 
Henry Ford’s collection, including a microscope used by Carver in his lab and a cast of Carver’s hand 
made by Isaac Hathaway of the Tuskegee Institute. 
 
Carver overcame tremendous odds to become one of America’s most versatile scientists. Born into 
slavery in Missouri, he and his mother were kidnapped and then abandoned by slave raiders when he was 
still an infant. He was adopted by his owners and became known throughout the area for his remarkable 
skill with plants.  
 
As an adult, Carver became a trail-blazing proponent of sustainability, believing that “nature produces no 
waste” and neither should man. He was a proponent of crop rotation and sought ways to make alternative 
crops more useful to farmers and others through the development of products from plants, a field known 
as chemurgy. Carver found hundreds of new uses for peanuts, sweet potatoes and soy beans. In every 
aspect of his research, Carver sought to make his findings accessible to the communities around him, 
putting plain-language information and instructions into bulletins that were widely distributed. 
 
On January 29, 2011 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., The Henry Ford will host a symposium and luncheon to 
highlight Carver’s legacies as well as current efforts in urban farming. “Carver’s Legacies: Food, Farming 
and the Future of Agriculture” will feature two keynote speakers: Walter A. Hill, dean of the College of 
Agricultural, Environmental and Natural Sciences and director of the George Washington Carver 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Tuskegee University; and Will Allen, CEO of Growing Power Inc.,  
chosen as one of the 2010 TIME 100 people who most affect our world. A panel of local food and urban 
farming activists will round out the morning program. Immediately following the symposium is a buffet 
lunch featuring products from local food producers as well as a tour of the George Washington Carver 

 

mailto:mediarelations@thehenryford.org


exhibit. Advanced registration is required; tickets are $37 for members and $45 for non-members. For 
more information or to purchase tickets, call (313) 982-6001 or visit thehenryford.org.   
 
Henry Ford Museum is open seven days a week, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission is $15 for adults, $14 for 
seniors and $11 for youth; members and children under five are free.  For more information please call 
(313) 982-6001 or visit thehenryford.org.  
 
The Henry Ford, in Dearborn, Michigan, is the world’s premiere history destination and a National 
Historic Landmark that celebrates American history and innovation. Its mission is to provide unique 
educational experiences based on authentic objects, stories and lives from America’s traditions of 
ingenuity, resourcefulness and innovation. Its purpose is to inspire people to learn from these traditions to 
help shape a better future. Five distinct attractions at The Henry Ford captivate more than 1.6 million 
visitors annually: Henry Ford Museum, Greenfield Village, The Ford Rouge Factory Tour, The Benson 
Ford Research Center and The Henry Ford IMAX Theatre. The Henry Ford is also home to Henry Ford 
Academy, a public charter high school which educates 485 students a year on the institution’s campus and 
was founded in partnership with The Henry Ford, Ford Motor Company and Wayne County Public 
Schools. For more information please visit our website thehenryford.org.  
 

# # # 
 

The George Washington Carver exhibit is organized by The Field Museum in collaboration with Tuskegee 
University and the National Park Service, and is supported at Henry Ford Museum by Ford Motor Company Fund.  
Entry to this limited-engagement exhibit is free with Henry Ford Museum admission or membership.  
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