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overview

The Henry Ford® invites you and your students to explore Henry 

Ford’s world-changing innovation, the Model T, and how it contin-

ues to influence manufacturing and many other aspects of our lives 

today. While using this Educator DigiKit and our digitized artifacts, 

students will answer the overarching question, “How do people solve 

problems?” By examining this case study of Henry Ford and the 

Model T, we hope that they, too, will be inspired to imagine, take 

risks and persevere as Henry Ford did. 

This Educator DigiKit is divided into two sections:  

a Teacher Guide and a Unit Plan. 

The Teacher Guide section includes resources to complement the 

You Can Be an Innovator … Like Henry Ford Unit Plan. You will find 

a glossary, timeline, context-setting activities, bibliography, curricu-

lum links and curriculum-supporting field trip suggestions. 

The Unit Plan section follows the Teacher Guide and includes  

lesson plans, student handouts, answer keys, culminating project 

ideas, extension activities, and review and assessment questions. 

Many of the lessons include the use of digitized artifacts from  

the collections of The Henry Ford, which can be accessed 

through the hyperlinks in the Unit Plan or through our website, 

TheHenryFord.org/education. If you cannot incorporate the 

whole unit into your schedule, use the lessons or activities most 

relevant to your needs.

This Educator DigiKit promotes educational use of The Henry Ford’s 

extensive Transportation in America collections. We hope you and your 

students will find these resources engaging and relevant. 

These resources are made possible, in part, by the generous 
funding of the Ford Foundation.

mission statement 
The Henry Ford provides unique edu-

cational experiences based on authentic 

objects, stories and lives from America’s 

traditions of ingenuity, resourcefulness 

and innovation. Our purpose is to inspire 

people to learn from these traditions to 

help shape a better future.

© 2010 The Henry Ford. This content is offered for personal and educational use through 

an “Attribution Non-Commercial Share Alike” Creative Commons. If you have questions or 

feedback regarding these materials, please contact education@thehenryford.org.

http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx
http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx


You Can Be an Innovator … Like Henry Ford  |  Educator DigiKit      3thehenryford.org/education

contents

2  Overview

5  Teacher Guide

 6	 Glossary

 7	 Timeline

 8	 Context-Setting Activities

 9	 Bibliography 

11	� Connections to National 

and Michigan Standards  

and Expectations 

19	� Field Trip Learning 

Enhancement Suggestions

21  Unit Plan

22  Unit Plan Overview

25	� Sign: How do people 

solve problems? 

26  Lesson 1

Henry Ford and the Beginnings  

of the Auto Industry

29	� Student Activity Sheet 1: 

My Innovation

32  Lesson 2 

Case Study with Primary Sources

34	� Student Activity Sheet 2A: 

Artifacts Tell About Us

36	� Answer Key 2A: 

Artifacts Tell About Us

37	� Student Activity Sheet 2B: 

Henry Ford: Biography  

of an Innovator

40	� Answer Key 2B: 

Henry Ford: Biography  

of an Innovator

41	� Student Activity Sheet 2C: 

Primary Sources Tell About  

Henry Ford

42	� Answer Key 2C:

Primary Sources Tell  

About Henry Ford

43  Lesson 3 

Resources and Location 

46	� Student Activity Sheet 3: 

My Factory

48  Lesson 4

Using Human Resources  

on the Assembly Line

51	� Student Activity Sheet 4: 

Henry Ford and the Moving  

Assembly Line

54  Lesson 5

Impacts of Henry Ford’s Solution  

Today – and Tomorrow 

55	� Student Activity Sheet 5: 

The Automobile in My Life

57  Supplemental Resources

58	 �Culminating Projects 

59	 �Extension Activities

60	� Student Activity Sheet 6: 

Review/Assessment Questions

63	 �Answer Key 6: 

Review/Assessment Questions

Please refer to the online version of the Educator 

DigiKits for the most updated links and content.

http://www.thehenryford.org/education/index.aspx

