
Learning
SerieS

educator
Workshop

Transportation 
in America 



Duration: 75 minutes
exhibits:   railroaDs, Driving america, PresiDential  
 vehicles, maDe in america, anD heroes of the sky                    

 inDicates “DiD you know?” fact

                inDicates Photo oPPortunity

this highlight tour can be comPleteD in any sequence.

Topic: TranSporTaTion by raiL  
EXHIBIT: RAILROADS
As you explore rAilroAds, consider how the trAnsportAtion 
networks, including rAilroAds, wAterwAys, And roAds (used by 
pedestriAns And horse-drAwn vehicles) successfully linked 
homes, fActories And businesses.

     aLLegheny LocomoTive
Don’T miSS: the video presentation “super power: the story 
of the Alleghenies,” which shows the Allegheny in operation. 
step up the staircase into the cab of the mighty engine.

DiD yoU KnoW? these locomotives were the tallest and 
heaviest ever built.

     DeWiTT cLinTon LocomoTive anD paSSenger 
coacheS
noTice: the great contrast between these locomotives in 
terms of size and power.

     bangor anD arooSTooK paSSenger car
noTice: the difference between the size and comfort of this 
passenger car and the coaches on the dewitt clinton. the 
coaches on the dewitt clinton resemble stagecoaches, while 
the b&A car is enclosed from the weather and designed for 
passenger comfort.

DiD yoU KnoW? seating in American passenger coaches was 
more open and democratic than in european railcars, which 
were divided by social class.

DiD yoU KnoW? the weiser railroad, a full-scale steam- 
powered locomotive and passenger train, operates April 
through December in Greenfield Village®. A roundhouse,  
depot and railroad turntable are also on display in the village. 
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pLeaSe anSWer The qUeSTionS beLoW once yoU’ve 
compLeTeD The raiL ToUr.

now i know:

Questions to ask at debriefing discussion:

future lesson ideas:



Topic: TranSporTaTion by aUTomobiLe  
EXHIBITS: DRIVING AMERICA, MADE IN AMERICA,  
AND PRESIDENTIAL VEHICLES 
As you visit the exhibits, consider how everydAy people influenced 
the trAnsformAtion of AmericAn society into A “cAr culture.”  

 1959 caDiLLac eLDoraDo biarriTZ converTibLe & 
2009 ForD FocUS eLecTric promoTionaL vehicLe  
(driving AmericA, neAr the museum cornerstone) 
noTice: the differences between the two cars, not only in size, 
shape, and fuel but in the role they played in American society. 

     1896 ForD qUaDricycLe rUnaboUT (driving AmericA, 
“timeline” section) & 1914 ForD moDeL T ToUring car 
(driving AmericA, “henry ford” section)
Don’T miSS: Help Henry Innovate, an activity on the interactive 
kiosk in the henry ford, “innovator” section. 

 2010 eDiSon2 (driving AmericA, “cAr design” section)
Don’T miSS: try to engineer and design a marketable vehicle with 
the From Concept to Reality activity on the interactive kiosk. 

 1983 honDa accorD LX SeDan  
(driving AmericA, “smAll cArs” section)
DiD yoU KnoW?  In 1989, the Honda Accord became the first 
Japanese-badged car to top the annual sales charts in the u.s.

 1952 FeDeraL 45m TrUcK TracTor & 1946 FrUehaUF 
Semi-TraiLer (driving AmericA, “trucks” section)
noTice: compare the size of this long-haul tractor and trailer to 
the semi-trucks you see travelling the interstate today.

 1967 ForD marK iv SporTS car racing  
(driving AmericA, “rAcing” section)
DiD yoU KnoW? the mark iv’s chassis and aerodynamics are 
quite advanced for their day.

 merriT parKWay ToLL booTh, aboUT 1950  
(driving AmericA, “roAds” section)
DiD yoU KnoW? tolls have been used to fund road maintenance 
since colonial times. 

 The moTor ciTy eXhibiT caSe  
(driving AmericA, “fAmily cArs” section)
Don’T miSS: the 1962 map showing the planned route of i-375, 
which destroyed the African-American paradise valley  
neighborhood. 
 
 KenneDy LimoUSine (presidentiAl vehicles) 
Don’T miSS: the interactive video screen near the kennedy  
Limousine, which has terrific background information on the  
vehicle. 
 
 eXpLoDeD moDeL T eXhibiT & bUiLD a moDeL T  
acTiviTy (mAde in AmericA, “mAnufActuring” section) 
DiD yoU KnoW?  the ford motor company built over 15  
million model t’s and manufactured them on every continent 
except Antarctica.
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pLeaSe anSWer The qUeSTionS beLoW once yoU’ve 
compLeTeD The aUTomobiLe ToUr.

now i know:

Questions to ask at debriefing discussion:

future lesson ideas:
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Topic: TranSporTaTion by air 
EXHIBIT: HEROES OF THE SKY
As you tour heroes of the sky, consider the impAct of these 
dAring innovAtors on science, showmAnship And enterprise.

     WrighT FLyer repLica  
(“first flight gAllery” section)
DiD yoU KnoW? the wright home and wright cycle shop are 
located in Greenfield Village.

     ForD FLivver (“entrepreneurs” section)
DiD yoU KnoW? Only two people have ever flown this  
plane. one of them was charles lindbergh, a good friend  
of henry ford.

     ForD Tri-moTor (“entrepreneurs” section)
DiD yoU KnoW? the all-metal construction of the ford  
tri-motor convinced skeptics that the future of commercial 
aircraft lay in all-metal design.

     paSSenger cabinS (“entrepreneurs” section) 
noTice: the changes in cabin size and comfort as you step 
from one cabin to another in the following aircraft:
     a.  boeing 40
     b.  ford tri-motor
     c.  douglas dc-3

     SiKorSKy heLicopTer (“inventors” section) 
Don’T miSS: the touch-screen video showing the sikorsky 
landing at henry ford museum.

     TeST yoUr oWn Wing DeSign!  
(“inventors” section)
Don’T miSS: step into the “paper airplane shop and make 
your own paper airplane”, then test the flight distance of your 
aircraft.

     1925 “JoSephine ForD” FoKKer Tri-moTor  
(“explorers” section)
Don’T miSS: The enormous skis fitted onto the landing gear 
of the plane for byrd’s Arctic expedition. 

Don’T miSS: the wing-walker experience near the 
back of the exhibit. 
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pLeaSe anSWer The qUeSTionS beLoW once yoU’ve 
compLeTeD The air ToUr.

now i know:

Questions to ask at debriefing discussion:

future lesson ideas:

thehenryford.org
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