
 
 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards 
 
Reading  
Key Ideas and Details 

1.  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

3.  Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Craft and Structure 

4.  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and 
figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7.  Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, 

as well as in words. 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.  
 
Writing 
Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 
Speaking and Listening 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

1.  Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

2.  Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

 
Language 
Conventions of Standard English 

1.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

2.  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

Knowledge of Language 
3.  Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 

choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 



Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4.  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context 

clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as 
appropriate. 

6.  Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 
independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
English/Language Arts Standards, by Grade 

Grade 2 
RI.2.1  Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 

understanding of key details in a text.  
RI.2.3  Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps 

in technical procedures in a text.  
RI.2.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 
RI.2.7  Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) contribute to and clarify 

a text.  
RI.2.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, 

science, and technical texts, in the grades 2–3 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

RF.2.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with 

peers and adults in small and larger groups.  
SL.2.2  Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally or 

through other media. 
SL.2.1  Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts with 

peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
L.2.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 
L.2.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling when writing. 
L.2.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 2 reading and content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
L.2.6  Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, reading and being read to, and responding 

to texts, including using adjectives and adverbs to describe. 
 
Grade 3 
RI.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as 

the basis for the answers. 
RI.3.3  Describe the relationship between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps 

in technical procedures in a text, using language that pertains to time, sequence, and cause/effect.  
RI.3.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
RI.3.7  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 

demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur).  
RI.3.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, 

science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 2–3 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

RF.3.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 



W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  

SL.3.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  

SL.3.2  Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

L.3.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.3.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

L.3.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L.3.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and phrases based on 

grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
L.3.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships. 
 
Grade 4 
RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the text. 
RI.4.3  Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including 

what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
RI.4.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant 

to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
RI.4.7  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 

time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 

RI.4.10  By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, in the grades 4–5 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the range. 

RF.4.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
W.4.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. b. 

Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 

W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences.  

SL.4.1   Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  

L.4.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.4.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

L.4.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that signal precise actions, emotions, or states of being. 
 



Grade 5 
RI.5.1  Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 
RI.5.3  Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts 

in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text. 
RI.5.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text 

relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
RI.5.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, 

science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity band independently 
and proficiently. 

RF.5.4  Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
W.5.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. b. 

Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons 
and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point[s]”). 

W.5.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

SL.5.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly.  

L.5.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 

L.5.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 

L.5.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
L.5.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 

grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
L.5.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships. 
 
 


