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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
With Liberty and Justice for All Unit Plan Grades 6-8 

Looking at Evidence and Taking Sides 
 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS 
 
LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS  

 
Grades 6-8 
RH.6-8.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
RH.6-8.2  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide 

an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.  
RH.6-8.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.6  Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded 

language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).  
RH.6-8.7  Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 

with other information in print and digital texts. 
RH.6-8.8  Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
RH.6-8.10  By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the 

grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 
WHST.6-8.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
WHST.6-8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.6-8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
WHST.6-8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and 

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
Grade 6 
RI.6.1  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text.  
RI.6.2  Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; 

provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 
RI.6.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.6  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 

conveyed in the text. 
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RI.6.8  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 
that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

RI.6.9  Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another (e.g., 
a memoir written by and a biography on the same person). 

RI.6.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

W.6.1   Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.6.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.6.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources 

and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
W.6.9   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 
W.6.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.6.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.6.2  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under 
study.  

 
Grade 7  
RI.7.1  Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 

explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.7.2  Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 
RI.7.3  Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 

ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 
RI.7.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 

figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.8  Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 

RI.7.9  Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information by emphasizing different evidence or advancing 
different interpretations of facts. 

RI.7.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 
range. 

W.7.1   Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.7.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.7.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources 

and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and 
investigation. 

W.7.9   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 
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W.7.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.7.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, 
text, or issue under study. 

 
Grade 8 
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.8.2  Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the 

text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

RI.8.3 Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, 
ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

RI.8.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word 
choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.8  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether 
the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

RI.8.9 Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the 
same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation. 

RI.8.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.8.1  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 

question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused 
questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8.9   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.8.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 
 


