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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

 
LITERACY IN SCIENCE AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

Grades 6-8  
RST.6-8.4  Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific 

words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

WHST.6-8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

WHST.6-8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade 3  
RI.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 

explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
RI.3.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 
RI.3.7  Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the 

words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, 
why, and how key events occur).  

W.3.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

W.3.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
W.3.8  Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and 

digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided 
categories. 

W.3.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 



SL.3.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.3.2  Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.3.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

L.3.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.3.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.3.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.3.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning word and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.3.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that 
signal spatial and temporal relationships (e.g., After dinner that night we 
went looking for them). 

 
Grade 4 
RI.4.1  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
RI.4.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 
RI.4.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the 

words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, 
why, and how key events occur). 

W.4.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 

W.4.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text”). 

W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.4.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.4.2  Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.4.4  Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 



L.4.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.4.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.4.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.4.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.4.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and that are 
basic to a particular topic (e.g., wildlife, conservation, and endangered when 
discussing animal preservation). 

 
Grade 5 
RI.5.4  Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 
RI.5.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding 
of the text in which it appears. 

W.5.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

W.5.7  Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge 
through investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

W.5.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational 
texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point[s]”). 

W.5.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.5.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.5.2  Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

SL.5.4  Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main 
ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

L.5.1  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.5.2  Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.5.3  Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.5.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 



L.5.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal 
contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, 
although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).  

 
Grade 6  
RI.6.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.7  Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue. 

RI.6.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.6.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

W.6.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.6.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

W.6.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess 
the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not”). 

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.6.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.6.2  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue 
under study. 

L.6.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.6.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.6.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.6.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 



 
Grade 7 
RI.7.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.7.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

W.7.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further 
research and investigation. 

W.7.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W.7.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims”). 

W.7.10   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.7.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas 
clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

L.7.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.7.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.7.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.7.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.7.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 
 
Grade 8 
RI.8.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact 



of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high 
end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

W.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W.8.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).  

W.8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

L.8.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.8.3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 

L.8.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.8.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 


