
 
 

Lincoln’s Legacy of Leadership 
 

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  
 
 

Unit: “Abraham Lincoln: A Legacy of Leadership Then and Now” 
 

LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 
Grades 6-8  
WHST.8.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  
WHST.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.8.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and 
efficiently. 

WHST.8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.8.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

WHST.8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Grades 9-10 
WHST.9-10.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  
WHST.9-10.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

WHST.9-10.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.   

WHST.9-10.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

WHST.9-10.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 



Grades 11-12 
WHST.11-12.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content.  
WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.11-12.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information.  

WHST.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS  

Grade 8  
W.8.1  Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
W.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.8.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 

present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others. 

W.8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction.  

W.8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.8.3  Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the 
soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence 
and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

L.8.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 
Grades 9-10 
W.9-10.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W.9-10.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.9-10.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products, taking advantage of technology’s 



capacity to link to other information and to display information flexibly and 
dynamically. 

W.9-10.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.9-10.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction. 

W.9-10.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.9-10.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.9-10.3  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 

L.9-10.6  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
Grades 11-12  
W.11-12.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 

individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

W.11-12.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction. 

W.11-12.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.11-12.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–
12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.3  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, 
points of emphasis, and tone used.  



L.11-12.6  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
 

Unit: “Perspectives on Leadership:  
Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass” 

 
LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 

Grades 9-10 
RH.9-10.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. 
RH.9-10.2  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 

provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the 
course of the text. 

RH.9-10.3  Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether 
earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. 

RH.9-10.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of 
history/social studies. 

RH.9-10.6   Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same 
or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their 
respective accounts. 

RH.9-10.10    By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in 
the grades 9–10 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

WHST.9-10.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
WHST.9-10.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.9-10.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 
WHST.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Grades 11-12 
RH.11-12.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding 
of the text as a whole. 

RH.11-12.2  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas. 

RH.11-12.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including analyzing how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key 
term over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist 
No. 10). 

RH.11-12.6  Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or 
issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence. 



RH.11-12.10  By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

WHST.11-12.1 Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 
WHST.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 

and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.11-12.9 Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research. 
WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS  

Grades 9-10 
RI.9-10.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.9-10.3   Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 

including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced 
and developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.9-10.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how 
the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

RI.9-10.5   Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined 
by particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 

RI.9-10.6   Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

RI.9-10.8  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; 
identify false statements and fallacious reasoning. 

RI.9-10.9  Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., 
Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four 
Freedoms speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they 
address related themes and concepts. 

RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
9–10 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. By the end of grade 10, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at the high end of the grades 9–10 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

W.9-10.1   Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.9-10.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.9-10.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction. 



W.9-10.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.9-10.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.9-10.4  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the 
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, 
audience, and task. 

L.9-10.6  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
Grades 11-12 
RI.11-12.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

RI.11-12.3   Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text. 

RI.11-12.4   Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an 
author uses and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course 
of a text (e.g., how Madison defines faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.5   Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his 
or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points 
clear, convincing, and engaging. 

RI.11-12.6   Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric 
is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the 
power, persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

RI.11-12.8  Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in 
U.S. Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, 
purposes, and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The 
Federalist, presidential addresses). 

RI.11-12.9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational 
U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The 
Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of 
Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, 
purposes, and rhetorical features. 

RI.11-12.10 By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

W.11-12.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 



W.11-12.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

W.11-12.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

W.11-12.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction. 

W.11-12.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.11-12.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–
12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.4  Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and 
distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, 
alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, 
development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and 
a range of formal and informal tasks. 

L.11-12.6  Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering 
vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
comprehension or expression. 

 
 

 
Unit: “The Development of a Leader:  

Abraham Lincoln, a Case Study”  
 

LITERACY IN HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES 
Grades 11-12 
RH.11-12.1  Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary 

sources, connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding 
of the text as a whole. 

RH.11-12.2  Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; 
provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the 
key details and ideas.  

RH.11-12.3  Evaluate various explanations for actions or events and determine which 
explanation best accords with textual evidence, acknowledging where the text 
leaves matters uncertain.  

RH.11-12.6  Evaluate authors’ differing points of view on the same historical event or 
issue by assessing the authors’ claims, reasoning, and evidence.  

RH.11-12.8  Evaluate an author’s premises, claims, and evidence by corroborating or 
challenging them with other information.  

RH.11-12.10  By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in 
the grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently.  

WHST.11-12.1  Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 



WHST.11-12.2  Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 
events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

WHST.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience 

WHST.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

WHST.11-12.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

WHST.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
ENGLISH/LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grades 11-12 
RI.11-12.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.11-12.2  Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one 
another to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 

RI.11-12.3  Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text. 

RI.11-12.8  Delineate and evaluate the reasoning in seminal U.S. texts, including the 
application of constitutional principles and use of legal reasoning (e.g., in U.S. 
Supreme Court majority opinions and dissents) and the premises, purposes, 
and arguments in works of public advocacy (e.g., The Federalist, presidential 
addresses). 

RI.11-12.9  Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. 
documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 
Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and 
Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and 
rhetorical features. 

RI.11-12.10  By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed 
at the high end of the range. By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 11–CCR text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 

W.11-12.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, 
concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

W.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  



W.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, 
including new arguments or information. 

W.11-12.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.9b Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction. 

W.11-12.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.11-12.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–
12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

 
 
 


