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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS  

 
LITERACY IN SCIENCE AND TECHNICAL SUBJECTS 

Grades 6-8  
RST.6-8.3  Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking 

measurements, or performing technical tasks. 
RST.6-8.4  Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific 

words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical 
context relevant to grades 6–8 texts and topics. 

WHST.6-8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

WHST.6-8.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

WHST.6-8.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and 
research. 

WHST.6-8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

Grade 6  
RI.6.1  Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.6.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 
RI.6.7  Integrate information presented in different media or formats (e.g., visually, 

quantitatively) as well as in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue. 

RI.6.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.6.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.6.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 



W.6.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess 
the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic 
bibliographic information for sources. 

W.6.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not”). 

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.6.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.6.2  Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue 
under study. 

SL.6.4  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

SL.6.5  Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, images, music, sound) and 
visual displays in presentations to clarify information. 

L.6.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.6.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 
Grade 7 
RI.7.1  Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.7.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact 
of a specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

RI.7.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 
6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high 
end of the range. 

W.7.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.7.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several 
sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further 
research and investigation. 

W.7.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W.7.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 



nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims”). 

W.7.10   Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

SL.7.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.7.2  Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas 
clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

SL.7.4  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

SL.7.5   Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify 
claims and findings and emphasize salient points. 

L.7.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.7.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 
Grade 8  
RI.8.1  Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the 

text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
RI.8.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or 
allusions to other texts. 

RI.8.10  By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high 
end of the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. 

W.8.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

W.8.7  Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

W.8.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using 
search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 

W.8.9b  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in 
a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).  

W.8.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 



SL.8.1  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

SL.8.4  Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

SL.8.5  Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify 
information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. 

L.8.4  Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words or 
phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 

L.8.6  Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 


